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Neighbourhood Centre Strategy Launch for Drought Resilience 

 
“A bushfire is like a car crash, but drought is like cancer”, said Roslyn 
Wade from Tara Neighbourhood Centre. “It starts off in one place then spreads slowly 
through the vital organs of a community.”  
 

The first of three Queensland Neighbourhood Centre Strategies for Disaster Resilience is 
being released online this Thursday 24 September. The Queensland Families and 
Communities Association (QFCA) – the peak body for Queensland’s 140 Neighbourhood 
Centres - will launch the strategy together with Neighbourhood Centres from the West and 
Far West of the state. 
 

The Queensland Neighbourhood Centres Strategy for Drought Resilience highlights the role 
Neighbourhood Centres play in supporting drought-affected communities. It outlines 
strategies to enhance Neighbourhood Centres’ capacity in building drought resilience with 
rural and regional communities. 
 

Drought Strategy Project Worker, Mengting Lin, says their participatory research with 
Neighbourhood Centres shows that “as a place-based hub with existing connections in the 
local community, Neighbourhood Centres in drought-affected regions are in a unique 
position to build the strength of rural and regional communities in response to drought.”  
 

Neighbourhood Centres work with their communities to address the ongoing impacts of 
drought. “Neighbourhood Centres are run by local community workers and volunteers. They 
are trusted by local people, who turn to Neighbourhood Centres for support in times of 
need.” Neighbourhood Centres deliver services to people experiencing social and financial 
challenges and run events and workshops that bring the community together for support 
and connection. Many Neighbourhood Centres also act as a key resource point for 
emergency relief, information and referral to support services and function as an essential 
conduit for drought information.  
 

Neighbourhood Centres have identified key strategies to strengthen their support to local 
drought-affected communities. In brief, the Drought Strategy seeks to; raise awareness of 
the value of Neighbourhood Centres in responding to disaster; review and enhance 
capacity for drought support and planning; explore opportunities to collaborate at the local 
level; raise awareness to funders of the whole-of-community impacts of drought; and grow 
networks to further collaborate on building the resilience of drought-affected communities. 
 
The development of this Drought Strategy was funded by the Queensland Communities 
Foundation. For more information visit https://www.qfca.org.au/drought-project. 
ENDS.  
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The Strategy document will be available at 12.30pm, Thursday 24th September from the 

above web page or on request prior via email. Interviews with QFCA and Neighbourhood 

Centre representatives available on request. 
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